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Forms that are included in this supplement:

Application to Sue as a Poor Person

Joint Petition for Simplified Dissolution of Marriage

Verification of Simplified Dissolution of Marriage

Joint Affidavit Regarding Separation of the Parties Division of Property and
Waiver of Bifurcated Hearing

Verification of Joint Affidavit

Agreement to Assets and Debts

Judgment for Dissolution of Marriage

IMPORTANT: PLEASE READ

In accordance with Illinois Statute Section 5/457 of Chapter 750, the Marriage and
Dissolution Act, which requires all brochures dealing with simplified dissolution of
marriage carry the following warnings, please be advised:

(a) It is in the best interests of each of the parties to consult attorneys regarding the
dissolution of their marriage, and that the services of an attorney may be obtained.

(b) The parties should not rely exclusively on the brochure, and the brochure is
intended only as a guide for self-representation.

(c) A concise summary of the provisions and procedures of the simplified dissolution
procedure.

(d) The nature and availability of counseling services.
(e) If the parties waive their rights to maintenance (alimony), neither party can in the

future obtain maintenance from the other.
(f) A statement in boldface type that a judgment for dissolution of marriage permanently

adjudicates all financial rights arising out of the marriage, including the right to
property in the name of one’s spouse and the right to support from one’s spouse
(maintenance or alimony), that a judgment is final, and the parties waive their right
to appeal, except that neither party is barred from instituting an action to set aside a
final judgment for fraud, duress,  accident, mistake, or other grounds at law or in
equity.

(g) The parties to the marriage remain married persons and cannot remarry until a
judgment dissolving the marriage is entered.



FORMS GUIDE

ALL FORMS:

At the top of each form is the "caption".  It is completed as follows:

STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE (number of circuit) JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

(name of county) COUNTY

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: )
)

(your name)                     )
)

Plaintiff, )
)

and ) No. (year) -D- (get from Clerk at
the 

)                  time you file)
(your spouse's name)            )                  

)
Defendant. )

Determine the number of the "Circuit" according to the chart on the next page.  If
your county  does not appear in the chart, call the Circuit Clerk in the county in
which you will be filing your case and ask for the number of the Circuit.



Circuit Courts in Illinois

Cook County is its own judicial circuit. The rest of the counties in Illinois fall into one
of 21 circuits.

First Circuit - The counties of Alexander, Pulaski, Massac, Pope, Johnson,  Union, Jackson,

W illiamson and Saline. 

Second Circuit - The counties of Hardin, Gallatin, W hite, Hamilton, Franklin, W abash, Edwards,

W ayne, Jefferson, Richland, Lawrence and Crawford. 

Third Circuit - The counties of Madison and Bond. 

Fourth Circuit - The counties of Clinton, Marion, Clay, Fayette, Effingham, Jasper, Montgomery,

Shelby and Christian. 

Fifth Circuit - The counties of Vermilion, Edgar, Clark, Cumberland and Coles. 

Sixth Circuit - The counties of Champaign, Douglas, Moultrie, Macon, DeW itt and Piatt. 

Seventh Circuit - The counties of Sangamon, Macoupin, Morgan, Scott, Greene and Jersey. 

Eighth Circuit - The counties of Adams, Schuyler, Mason, Cass, Brown, Pike, Calhoun and

Menard. 

Ninth Circuit - The counties of Knox, W arren, Henderson, Hancock, McDonough andFulton. 

Tenth Circuit - The counties of Peoria, Marshall, Putnam, Stark and Tazewell. 

Eleventh Circuit -  The counties of McLean, Livingston, Logan, Ford and W oodford. 

Twelfth Circuit - The county of W ill. 

Thirteenth Circuit  The counties of Bureau, LaSalle and Grundy. 

Fourteenth Circuit - The counties of Rock Island, Mercer, W hiteside and Henry. 

Fifteenth Circuit - The counties of JoDaviess, Stephenson, Carroll, Ogle and Lee. 

Sixteenth Circuit -    The counties of Kane, DeKalb and Kendall. 

Seventeenth Circuit - The counties of W innebago and Boone. 

Eighteenth Circuit - The county of DuPage. 

Nineteenth Circuit - The counties of Lake and McHenry. 

Twentieth Circuit -    The counties of Randolph, Monroe, St. Clair, W ashington and Perry. 

Twenty-first Circuit - The counties of Iroquois and Kankakee. 



Instructions for Individual Forms

FORM:  Application to Sue as a Poor Person

Introduction: Your name

Paragraph 1:  Your address, include street and city.

Paragraph 2: The amount and source of your income, for example, $339.00 per
month in AFDC, supplemented by Food Stamps.

Paragraph 3:. List other sources of income not listed in 2.

Paragraph 4: The amount of income you had in the last year.

Paragraph 5: Expected income for the current year (should be the same as 2,
unless you expect your income to go up or come down).

Paragraph 6: List the names and birthdates of your children and/or others you
support financially.

Paragraph 7: First blank: total value of your possessions;

   Second blank: year and make of your car; if you do not have a
car, simply put "none";

   Third blank: value of your car;

Sign your name on both blank lines above where it says "Plaintiff" and print your name
below each signature.



FORM: Joint Petition for Simplified Dissolution of Marriage

Introduction: First blank: Your full name

Second blank: Your spouse’s full name

Paragraph 1: First blank: Your age

Second blank: Your occupation

Third blank: Your address, street and city

Check whether or not you have lived in Illinois for the past
90 days or more

Paragraph 2: First blank: Your spouse’s age

Second blank: Your spouse’s occupation

Third blank: Your spouse’s address, street and city

Check whether or not your spouse has lived in Illinois for
the past 90 days or more

Paragraph 3: First blank: The date of your marriage

Second and Third blanks: The county and state where
your 
marriage is registered

Paragraph 4: The wife’s full name

Paragraph 5: The date of separation

Paragraph 9: First blank: Your gross annual income

Second blank: Your spouse’s gross annual income

Paragraph 11: OPTIONAL: If the wife wishes to have her former name
restored:

First blank: Wife’s full name

Second blank: Wife’s former name

Paragraph C: OPTIONAL: If the wife wishes to have her former name
restored:



First blank: Wife’s full name

Second blank: Wife’s former name

Signatures: Both parties must sign their full names at the bottom of the
petition

FORM: Verification of Joint Petition for Simplified Judgment of Dissolution of
Marriage

The Plaintiff completes the top section of this form and the Defendant the
bottom.

For each party: Fill in your full name in the upper blank, and sign the lower
blank

This form must be signed in the presence of a notary public, and the notary will
fill in the date and sign the “Notary Public” blanks.

FORM: Joint Affidavit Regarding Separation of the Parties Division of Property and
Waiver of Bifurcated Hearing

Introduction: First blank: Your full name

Second blank: Your spouse’s full name

Paragraph 3: The date of your separation

Signatures: Both parties must sign the bottom of the affidavit

FORM: Verification of Joint Affidavit Regarding Separation of the Parties Division of
Property and Waiver of Bifurcated Hearing

The Plaintiff completes the top section of this form and the Defendant the bottom.

For each party: Fill in your full name in the upper blank, and sign the lower blank

This form must be signed in the presence of a notary public, and the notary will fill in the
date and sign the “Notary Public” blanks.

FORM: Agreement as to Assets and Debts

Introduction: First blank: Your full name

Second blank: Your spouse’s full name



Marital Assets: For all lines: First blank: the asset
Second blank: Name of party, husband or wife,
who will receive the asset

Marital Debts: For all lines: First blank: the debt

Second blank: Name of the party, husband or
wife, who will be responsible for paying the debt

Each party must sign at the bottom of the affidavit.

This form must be completed in the presence of a notary public.  The notary public will
fill in the date and the “Notary Public” blanks.

FORM: Judgment for Dissolution of Marriage

NOTE: You must fill in the blanks of this form BEFORE your court hearing.

Paragraph 2: Your full name and your full spouse’s name

Paragraph 3: First blank: The date of your marriage

Second and Third blanks: The county and state where your
marriage is registered

Paragraph 7: Wife’s full name

Paragraph 11: OPTIONAL: If the wife wishes to have her former name restored:

First blank: Wife’s full name

Second blank: Wife’s former name

Paragraph D: OPTIONAL: If the wife wishes to have her former name restored:

First blank: Wife’s full name

Second blank: Wife’s former name

Both parties must sign the bottom of the Judgement.



STATE OF ILLINOIS

IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ___________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

__________________ COUNTY

)
______________________          )      _____  Application granted

)       _____  Application denied
Plaintiff, )

)
vs. )  No. _______

)
______________________          )        __________________, 20__
       )

Defendant. )       ________________________
                                                     JUDGE

APPLICATION TO SUE AS A POOR PERSON

I, __________________, on my own behalf, on oath state:

1. My current address is _________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________.

2. My occupation, source of income, amount of public benefits is __________________

____________________________________________________________________.

3. My other sources of income or support are ________________________________.

4. My income for the preceding year was approximately ________________________.

5. The sources and amounts of income I expect to receive in the future are: 

_____________________________________________________________________.

6. Person(s) who are dependent on me for support are: ________________________

_____________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________.

7. I own no real estate.  The total value of all my personal property does not exceed

 $___________ in value and consists of clothing and furniture, and other household



items, including a 20____, ____________ motor vehicle, valued at $____________.

 8. I filed no applications for leave to sue or defend as a poor person during the
 preceding year, and none were filed on my behalf.

 9. I am unable to pay the costs of commencing and prosecuting this action.

10. I have a meritorious claim.

WHEREFORE, Applicant prays the Court to permit her/him to commence and prosecute this
action as a poor person under 735 ILCS 5/5-105 of the Code of Civil Procedure.

___________________________________
Plaintiff

Under penalties as provided by law pursuant to Section 5/1-109 of the Code of
Civil Procedure, the undersigned certifies that the statements set forth in this instrument are
true and correct, except as to matters therein stated to be on information and belief and as to
such matters the undersigned certifies as aforesaid that he/she verily believes the same to be
true.

___________________________________
Plaintiff



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ___________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

                                        COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: )
)
)

                                                      )
)

Plaintiff )
)

VS. ) No.                              
)

                                                     )
)

Defendant )

JOINT PETITION FOR SIMPLIFIED DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

Now comes Plaintiff,                                                                  , without counsel, and Defendant, 
                                                                     , without counsel, and hereby petition this Honorable
Court for a dissolution of the marriage between Plaintiff and Defendant.  In support of this
petition for dissolution of marriage, the parties state as follows:

1. The Plaintiff is presently                     years of age; Plaintiff’s occupation is                         
                                                                  .  Plaintiff’s resides at                                            
                                                    ,                                                                 , Illinois; and   
[   ] has [   ] has not resided in the State of Illinois for at least ninety (90) days
immediately preceding the filing of this petition for Dissolution of Marriage.

2. The Defendant is presently                     years of age; Defendant’s occupation is                  
                                                                  .  Defendant resides at                                           
                                                     ,                                                                 , Illinois; and [  
] has [   ] has not resided in the State of Illinois for at least ninety (90) days immediately
preceding the filing of this petition for Dissolution of Marriage.

3. The Plaintiff of Defendant have been married for less than eight (8) years prior to the
filing of this petition; they were married on                             ,                 ; and the
marriage was registered in                                              County,                                  .

4. No children were born the Plaintiff and Defendant during their relationship; no children
were adopted by the parties; and                                                                                     ,   to
her knowledge, is not pregnant.



5. The parties have lived separate and apart for a continuous period in excess of six (6)
months and irreconcilable differences have caused the irretrievable breakdown of their
marriage; efforts reconciliation have failed and future attempts at reconciliation would be
impracticable and not in the best interests of the parties.  The parties have signed an
affidavit waiving the requirement for a continuous period living separate and apart in
excess of two (2) years.  The parties have lived separate and apart since                               
                                                ,                               .

6. Neither party is dependent on the other party for spousal support (also known as alimony
or maintenance), or each party is willing to waive the right to spousal support.  Both
parties understand that consulting with attorneys may help determine eligibility for
spousal support.  Both Plaintiff and Defendant waive any rights to maintenance.

7. Neither Plaintiff nor Defendant has any interest in real property (real estate).

8. The parties have disclosed to each other all assets and their tax returns for all years of the
marriage.

9. Neither party has a gross annualized income in excess of $20,000; the Plaintiff’s gross
annual income from all sources is $                                           ; the Defendant’s gross
annual income from all sources is $                                           ; and the total annual
income of the parties is less than $35,000.00.

10. The total fair market value of all marital property, after deducting all encumbrances, is
less than $10,00.00 and the parties have executed a written agreement dividing all assets
in excess of $100.00 in value and allocating responsibility for debts and liabilities
between the parties.  A copy of the written agreement, signed by both parties, is filed with
this petition.

11. (Optional)                                            ’s former/maiden name was                                     .

WHEREFORE, the parties pray as follows:
A. That the parties be awarded a Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage dissolving the bonds

of matrimony existing between them.
B.      That the written agreement of the parties dividing marital assets, debt, and liabilities, a

copy of which is filed with this petition, be incorporated into the final order and judgment
of this Court granting the petition for dissolution of marriage.

C.  (Optional) That                                                                          be restored to her
former/maiden name,                                                   .

D.  That this Court grant the parties such other and further relief as may be just.
 
                                                                                                                           
Plaintiff Defendant



VERIFICATION

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS                                                        

COUNTY OF                               )

I,                                                                                 , Plaintiff, being first duly sworn

upon oath, depose and say that I have read the foregoing Joint Petition for Dissolution of

Marriage, understand the contents thereof, and believe the same to be true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

                                                        
Plaintiff

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public, this            Day of                    ,              .

                                                          
NOTARY PUBLIC

                                                                                                

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS                                                        

COUNTY OF                               )

I,                                                                                 , Defendant, being first duly sworn

upon oath, depose and say that I have read the foregoing Joint Petition for Dissolution of

Marriage, understand the contents thereof, and believe the same to be true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

                                                        
Defendant

Subrscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public, this            Day of                    ,              .

                                                          
NOTARY PUBLIC



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ______ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

                                        COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: )
)
)

                                                      )
)

Plaintiff )
)

VS. ) No.                              
)

                                                     )
)

Defendant )

JOINT AFFIDAVIT REGARDING SEPARATION OF THE PARTIES 
DIVISION OF PROPERTY AND WAIVER OF BIFURCATED HEARING

NOW COME                                                                                                      , Plaintiff and   

                                                                                                    , Defendant, and being

first sworn on their oaths, depose and state as follows:

1. That irreconcilable differences have caused the irretrievable breakdown of their marriage.

2. That all efforts at reconciliation of the differences between the parties have heretofore
failed and future attempts at reconciliation would be impracticable and not in the best
interest of the parties.

3. That the parties have lived separate and apart for a continuous period of more than six (6)
months prior to the date of the affidavit, having separated on or about                         ,        
                , and having remained living separate for all times thereafter.

4. a. That each of the parties hereto expressly waive the requirement that the continuous
period of living separate and apart be in excess of two (2) years in order for the Court to
enter a Dissolution of Marriage based on irreconcilable differences which have caused the
irretrievable breakdown of their marriage; and                                                               
 b. Each of the parties further stipulates that the requirement shall be reduced to a period
only in excess of six (6) months rather than two (2) years as provided by Section 401
(a)(2) of the Illinois Marriage and Dissolution Act.



5. That the marital property belonging to the parties has been divided according to the terms
of the written agreement of the parties filed with the Petition for Dissolution of Marriage
in this cause, and that the parties have executed all documents required to carry out the
agreement.

6. That the parties waive any right either may have to a bifurcated hearing in this cause.

7. That each of the parties represents that their signing of this Affidavit is their individual,
sole voluntary act.

                                                                                                                                
Plaintiff Defendant



VERIFICATION

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS                                                        

COUNTY OF                               )

I,                                                                                 , Plaintiff, being first duly sworn

upon oath, depose and say that I have read the foregoing Joint Petition for Dissolution of

Marriage, understand the contents thereof, and believe the same to be true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

                                                        
Plaintiff

Subrscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public, this            Day of                    ,              .

                                                          
NOTARY PUBLIC

                                                                                                

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS                                                        

COUNTY OF                               )

I,                                                                                 , Defendant, being first duly sworn

upon oath, depose and say that I have read the foregoing Joint Petition for Dissolution of

Marriage, understand the contents thereof, and believe the same to be true and correct to the best

of my knowledge and belief.

                                                        
Defendant

Subscribed and sworn to before me, a Notary Public, this            Day of                    ,              .

                                                          
NOTARY PUBLIC



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ____________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

                                        COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: )
)
)

                                                      )
)

Plaintiff )
)

VS. ) No.                              
)

                                                     )
)

Defendant )

AGREEMENT AS TO ASSETS AND DEBTS

Now come                                                                                                            , Plaintiff, and        
                                                                                                 , Defendant, and hereby agree to the
following distribution of al marital assets in excess of One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) in value
and the following division of all marital debts and liabilities.

Marital Assets
Description of Asset and Estimated Value Party to Receive Asset
(List all marital assets in excess of One Hundred Dollars (Enter name of Party [Husband or

[$100.00] in value–assets of lower value may be listed) Wife] who will receive asset)

1.                                                                                                                            

2.                                                                                                          
3.                                                                                                          
4.                                                                                                          
5.                                                                                                          
6.                                                                                                          
7.                                                                                                          
8.                                                                                                          
9.                                                                                                          
10.                                                                                                          
11.                                                                                                          
12.                                                                                                          
13.                                                                                                          
14.                                                                                                          
15.                                                                                                           



Marital Debts and Liabilities

Description of Debt or Liability Amount Account Number Party to Pay Debt
(List ALL marital debts or liabilities) (List Total (List account number        (Enter name of Party [hus-

balance due) where applicable)              band or wife] who will be

           responsible for paying debt)

1.                                         $                                                                             
2.                                         $                                                                             
3.                                         $                                                                             
4.                                          $                                                                             
5.                                         $                                                                             
6.                                         $                                                                             
7.                                         $                                                                             
8.                                         $                                                                             
9.                                         $                                                                             
10.                                         $                                                                             
11.                                         $                                                                             
12.                                         $                                                                             
13.                                         $                                                                             
14.                                         $                                                                             
15.                                         $                                                                             

                                                                                                                                                     

                                                                                                                                   
Plaintiff’s Signature Defendant’s Signature

Subscribed and Sworn to before me this          Subscribed and Sworn to before me this       
day of                                          ,                  . day of                                         ,                .

                                                                                                                                    
NOTARY PUBLIC NOTARY PUBLIC

(Seal) (Seal)



IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE ___________ JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

                                        COUNTY, ILLINOIS

IN RE THE MARRIAGE OF: )
)
)

                                                      )
)

Plaintiff )
)

VS. ) No.                              
)

                                                     )
)

Defendant )

JUDGMENT FOR DISSOLUTION OF MARRIAGE

This cause having come of for hearing on the joint Petition for Simplified Dissolution of
Marriage filed by the parties hereto; the Court having examined and considered the petition, the
Affidavit of the parties, and all other pleadings and exhibits filed in this matter; the Court having
heard the testimony presented herein; and the Court being otherwise fully advised in the
premises, finds as follows:

1. This Court has jurisdiction over the subject matter and the parties hereto.

2.                                                                       and/or                                                            
now, and for ninety (90) days continuously and immediately preceding this date, have
been residents of the State of Illinois.

3. The parties have been married for less than eight (8) years prior to the filing of this
petition; the parties were married on                                          ,                   ; and the
marriage was registered in                                                County,                                     .

4. The parties have lived separate and apart for a continuous period in excess of six (6)
months; irreconcilable differences have caused the irretrievable breakdown of the
marriage; efforts at reconciliation have failed; and, further efforts at reconciliation would
not be in the best interests of the parties.

5. The parties have each signed an affidavit waiving the requirement for a continuous period
of living separate and apart in excess of two (2) years.

6. The parties have each signed a waiver of any rights to a bifurcated hearing in this cause.



7. No children were born to, or adopted by, the parties during their relationship and, to the
best of her knowledge,                                                      is not pregnant at this time.

8. Both the Plaintiff and the Defendant have waived any right to maintenance.

9. Neither Plaintiff nor Defendant has any interest in real property.  The parties have
disclosed to each other all assets and their tax returns for all years of the marriage. 
Neither party has a gross annualized income in excess of $20,000, and the total
annualized income of the parties is less than $35,000.

10. The total fair market value of all marital property owned by the parties, after deducting all
encumbrances, is less than $10,000.  The parties have executed a written agreement,
which the Court finds is not unconscionable, dividing all assets in excess of $100.00 in
value and allocating responsibility for all debts and liabilities between the parties.  A copy
of the written agreement, signed by both parties, was filed with the petition in this cause
and is hereby incorporated by reference as if fully set forth herein.

11. (Optional)                                           ’s former/maiden name was                                 .

WHEREFORE, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED, ADJUDGED, AND DECREED:

A. The present marriage between the parties is hereby dissolved, and the Plaintiff and
Defendant are each hereby awarded a Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage dissolving
their present binds of matrimony.

B. The Court adopts as part of this Judgment, as if it were fully set forth herein, the
agreement of the parties concerning the distribution of assets, debts, and liabilities. 
Plaintiff and Defendant each is hereby ordered to dispose of all claims each may have
against the other, and to dispose of all assets, debts and liabilities, in accordance with and
pursuant to, the agreement entered into by the parties and presented to this Court. 
Plaintiff and Defendant are ordered to timely execute any and all titles, certificates and
other documents of any kind and nature whatsoever, necessary to carry out the terms and
condition of this Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage as to the division of assets, debts
and liabilities ordered herein.

C. Each of the parties is hereby denied maintenance for now and for all times hereafter.

D. (Optional)                                                                 is hereby restored to her
former/maiden name,                                                          .



E. Except for the provisions contained in this Judgment for Dissolution of Marriage, each of
the parties is hereby barred and foreclosed from making any and all claims against the
other whether for alimony or maintenance, homestead rights, dower rights, rights of
inheritance or any and all other property rights, whether real, personal or mixed, which
either of them may now have or may hereafter acquire arising out of the marital
relationship heretofore existing between them.

F. This Court retains jurisdiction of this cause for the purpose of enforcing the provisions of
this Judgment of Dissolution of Marriage.

ENTERED:                                                                                                  
JUDGE

APPROVED AS TO FORM AND CONTENT:

                                                                                                                                         
Plaintiff Defendant


